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LOS ANGELES (July 2009) – A packed house at Bill’s Blues in Evanston, Ill., June 13 witnessed a remarkable homecoming for longtime Southside bluesman Jeff Dale. 

Headlining the second day of the Blues from the North Shore Festival, Dale was playing his first hometown gig since this year’s release of “Blues from the Southside of My Soul” which marked his return to recording after 20 years away.

The raucous two-hour performance featured tracks from the CD that have earned airtime on the Los Angeles based and world renowned blues show on KKJZ, and garnered praise from the blues press.  “This is good old Chicago Blues, as you’d expect, played with guts and feeling.” (Blues Matters June/July 2009.)  “Dale has crafted a solid batch of original tunes, which is a welcomed break from the usual covers.” (Illinois Blues Blues Blast April 29, 2009.)

Mixed in were Dale’s trademark bar-room tales from his days playing with Long Gone Miles, Lowell Fulson, Pee Wee Crayton, Etta James and Clifton Chenier. For Dale, the Blues Festival show was a pilgrimage. He paid personal respects to blues legend Koko Taylor, another of his influences, being interviewed by both the Chicago Tribune and ABC News. He also met Honeyboy Edwards, who at 94, is still dishing out a deep portion of the delta blues that informs Dale’s music and showmanship. “Honeyboy is an inspiration to all musicians. The fact that he’s still rockin’ at 94 years takes away any excuse that I may have had about bein’ too old to keep performing! Returning to play in my hometown was electrifying…I owe it to guys like Honeyboy who keep carrying forward this music.”

Thousands of people have tapped into Dale’s music through MySpace, YouTube posting, and a band website (www.jeffdaleblues.com ). The album’s “Love My Baby Blind” made it onto the playlist of KKJZ after being picked up on several Internet-based blues stations.


“More people have heard my music in the last six months via the Internet than in ten years of playing club dates,” Dale said.  His site, www.jeffdaleblues.com, features a mashup with nimbit (www.nimbit.com), which offers artists a way to sell tracks directly to their fans. His MySpace site, www.myspace.com/jeffdalethesouthwoodlawners, launched just over a year ago, has received over 16,000 hits.  Placement on YouTube www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvY0QDG_eC0&feature=related has also increased visibility, adding to the routes that listeners can use to find his music.

“Blues From The South Side Of My Soul,” on the independent Pro Sho Bidness label, includes 11 tracks backed by the South Woodlawners and features contributions from Lee Loughnane (founding and current member of Chicago), Jeff Stone (Zac Harmon Band), and Lightnin’ Dan Sonenfeld (Blue Wave Band). From the explosive power of the title track to the raw slide guitar and electronic percussion of “Third Rail,” the disc traces Jeff’s eclectic influences rooted in the blues of his native Chicago. “Love My Baby Blind” might be the only blues song ever recorded with a bassoon solo. The band debuted the album on January 29th at a CD release party at Rush Street, a Chicago-flavored restaurant and bar in Culver City.  

Why resurface now? “You can have all the technique in the world when you’re young but you gotta live a life and become a grown-ass man to really know and feel the blues,” Jeff said. “Now, like my heroes, I got a lot to say in my songs. When I poked my head up after 20 years to see which way the wind was blowing, it seemed like the right time to reach out and develop new friends and fans all over the world using a tool that didn’t exist back when I was slogging it out in the clubs every night.”

       CD available at: jeffdaleblues.com and Myspace.com/jeffdalethesouthwoodlawners 

