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This Time it’s Personal
Anticipated Second Album “Blues Room” to be Released
(LOS ANGELES) - “Blues Room,” the sophomore release from Chicago native Jeff Dale and the South Woodlawners, dives deeply into Jeff’s hardscrabble roots on Chicago’s South Side. Named for a shuttered club in his home city, the album (on the Pro Sho Bidness label) laments the waning of venues for an American roots tradition while it resurrects the full-throttle howl of blues as it was meant to be performed. 
 
The stories this time are personal. The title track begins with a slow delta riff straight off a back porch, then kicks over the chair and shows how blues used to be played in Blues Rooms all over Jeff’s stomping grounds. He tells the story of his uncle, a Depression-era gangster who came to an untimely end, in “They’ll Never Take Me Alive.” And “Hanging By A Thread” brings home the struggle of making it through the hard times of the present. 

Yes, it’s personal. But blues also is a community thing. For the “Blues Room” project, Jeff collaborates on several sides with Buddy Guy’s rhythm section, Tim Austin and Orlando Wright. Producer Bruce Botnick, of Doors and Paul Butterfield fame, helped him on other tracks. That community spirit was celebrated this summer when Jeff returned to his Chicago south side neighborhood with his childhood pal, harmonica master Jeff Stone, to play a benefit in support of a new community center to be built there. 

Growing up, Jeff was exposed to the music and live performances of Hound Dog Taylor, Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, Koko Taylor and a host of lesser-known practitioners of Chicago blues.  “In the neighborhood I grew up in,” says Dale, “if you had your antennas up, you could feel the blues right there.”

 
In the two years since his highly praised “Blues From The South Side Of My Soul”, Jeff established a deep friendship with David "Honeyboy" Edwards, one of his early influences. The two performed together at the Grammy Museum in Los Angeles in 2010 and at two private house parties. Jeff recently joined the musicians who bade farewell to Honeyboy in September, at a post-funeral jam in Chicago. Honeyboy's influence lives on in Jeff's music, along with those from other blues stalwarts Jeff backed through the years: Lowell Fulson, Pee Wee Crayton, Etta James, Clifton Chenier and many others.

 
There is a vibrant “Blues Room” on the web, where fans of Jeff’s shows and listeners from all over the world have been following Jeff: http://www.jeffdaleblues.com/  Find him on Facebook, http://www.facebook.com/pages/Jeff-Dale/94382580851?filter=1 as well as on YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/user/killinflor?feature=mhee where bootleg videos from his many shows in Chicago and Los Angeles are posted. 
